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Wood, not marble used for St. Bernard’s holy images 
By Ellen G. Krenke 

     If you look closely at the statues and other holy images 

around the church, you will notice that they are made of wood, 

not marble. 

     Specifically, they are wood carvings from Oberammergau in 

the Bavarian region of Germany purchased during the building 

of the new St. Bernard church in the late 1950s.  

     During the planning phase, it was decided that no images 

would be used for the Stations of the Cross.  

     Instead, a roughly hewn cross would be placed at each of the 

14 stations directing our meditation and prayer on the Passions 

of Christ. 

     However, on one of their trips to Cathedral Craftsman in 

Waukesha to check on the carving of the large sanctuary cross, 

Monsignor Ferdinand Mack, our first full-time pastor, and 

Thomas Flad, the church architect, noticed some wood carvings 

on the factory floor.   

     “As we stepped into the shop area on our way to the office of 

(Philip) Muehleck, we observed two or three partially complet-

ed wood carvings on the 

floor,” wrote Mack.  

     “Just out of curiosity, (I) 

asked what they were and 

received the answer that 

they were unfinished carv-

ings of the Way of the Cross 

– unfinished because they 

were without frame, without 

any embellishment whatso-

ever. 

     “Immediately we asked 

what possibly could be done to the carvings if we decided to use 

them for the church. Mr. Muehlick assured us that they could be 

matched well to both design and placement. 

     “When the price was set, without hesitancy (it was ridicu-

lously low), the 14 carvings were purchased.”  

     Muehleck, who was a co-owner of Cathedral Craftsman 

along with Henry Koehn, was the “artist,” who directed the 

purchases from Oberammergau and the actual carving and 

framing of the 14 stations. 

     In April of 1959, the new Stations of the Cross were blessed 

by Bishop William P. O’Connor of the Diocese of Madison. 

     Lastly, the pews are also a product of Cathedral Craftsman.     

     “Again worthy of note is that the pews conform with the 

design and appearance of the original sanctuary furniture,” ac-

cording to the church history. 


